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Overview

• Understanding faculty/community learning

communities (LCs)

• Introducing BGSU Firelands learning communities

• Examining deliverables from the LCs

• Discussing the combination of LCs and futuring
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Learning communities are innovative, trans-disciplinary,

collaborative environments centered on shared

learning.

• Defined as a community not a committee established to

collectively address a topic or issue

• Committed to community building, transformational

change, and deep learning

• Involved in sharing resources and expertise with the

expectation of deliverables and change

• Centered on learning-centric philosophy that achieves

professional development
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The BGSU Firelands Learning Community Experience

• Initiatives for the Future (IF) Learning Community

fosters professional development for faculty learning

how to teach about the future, teach for the future, and

teach in the future.

• ‘E-futuring’ Learning Initiative had teachers and

public school students exploring the future together,

learning how to integrate futuring perspectives and

methodologies into teaching/learning strategies.
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In January 2007, BGSU Firelands offered the course,

Introduction to Futuring, which focused on three

fundamental growth stages:

• Validating futuring and personal empowerment

• Perfecting trend watching skills and using the toolkit of

a futurist

• Enhancing personal creativity and strengthening social

responsibility toward the future
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Creating a culture of learning is possible when you

combine the

• power of learning communities (innovative, trans-

disciplinary shared learning) with

• futuring and its primary goal of improving future

outcomes (active inquiry, creative problem solving,

and examination of values in decision making).

 Your comments and/or questions?


