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Future Problem Solving Program 
International 
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1908 Model T Ford Touring Car  

100 years from now what will cars look like?



Future Shock:  Hybrid Cars



Home computers in 2004?  Not feasible for the average home?  How far we’ve 
come in 50 years.  Imagine 50 years from now!



New Surface will change the way 
we look at computing.



“As we approach the millennium, we need models 
of instruction that provide us - teachers, students, 
administrators, parents, and  community members 
- with opportunities that challenge students to think 
creatively and productively about authentic 
problems and issues confronting our diverse 
society.” -John Barell, 1997

FPSPI is research-based. 

Each year five topics are selected by students 
from these categories:

Social/Political
Business/Economics
Science/Technology



Designed to help students enlarge, 
enrich, and make more accurate their 
images of the future, Future Problem 

Solving Program International engages 
students in learning.

• FPSPI equips today’s young people with the vision 
and skills needed to anticipate, understand, and 
solve the problems of tomorrow. 

• FPSPI is interdisciplinary and its components meet 
the creative thinking, creative writing, leadership, 
skills, and academic aptitude needs of students. 



Through FPS, students…
� Increase awareness of and interest in the future

� Develop creative thinking

� Learn and employ problem-solving  strategies

� Develop, utilize, and improve research techniques 

� Exercise critical and analytical thought

� Improve oral and written communication

� Develop team work skills 

� Engage in real-life problem solving



FPS Components
Global Issues Problem Solving -

Team/Individual

Community Problem Solving (CmPS)

Scenario Writing



Teams of four students apply the FPS six-
step model, facilitated by an FPS coach.
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Future Scene

Future Scenes are written on the 
topic and are placed 30 or more 
years into the future.  

Teams or individuals address the 
future scene using the 6-step 
problem solving process.



The FPS Six-Step Model for 
Building Dynamic, Creative Thinking

1.1. Identify Challenges

2. Select an Underlying Problem

3. Produce Solution Ideas

4. Generate & Select Criteria to Evaluate Solution Ideas

5. Evaluate Solution Ideas

6. Develop an Action Plan



Global Issues Problem Solving Competition 
- Team/Individual Competition

� Three divisions:
� Junior  – grades 4-6
� Middle  – grades 7-9
� Senior  – grades 10-12

� Four-person team or individual + coach 
� Students explore complex societal issues
� 2009-10 FPS topics:

Sensory Overload, Invasive Species,    
Orphaned Children, Food Distribution, and Green Living

� Practice problems (2), qualifying problem,  affiliate finals,  
and International Competition

� Feedback and evaluation provided 
� Top teams advance to International Conference



FPS Components
Global Issues Problem Solving

Community Problem Solving

Scenario Writing



Scenario Writing

� Three divisions:  Junior - grades 4-6; Middle  –grades               
7-9; Senior  – grades 10-12

� An individual writer creates a futuristic scenario based 
on one of the five FPSPI topics

� Students polish their creative writing skills as they 
develop their personal image of the future 

� Scenarios are limited to 1500 words and must be placed 
20 years in the future

� The top scenario writers are recognized for individual 
achievement and are invited to the FPSP International 
Conference



FPS Components
Global Issues Problem Solving

Community Problem Solving (CmPS)

Scenario Writing



Community Problem Solving (CmPS)
� Team/Individual - Three divisions:

� Junior  – grades 4-6
� Middle  – grades 7-9
� Senior  – grades 10-12

� Students identify and solve real community problems
� Teams/individuals select CmPS projects from environmental  

concerns, human services, civic/cultural issues, health    
concerns, and education

� Projects receive evaluation and feedback

� Students become agents of change for the future by 
addressing current world issues



“The genius of the future will be 
the creative mind adapting itself 
to the shape of things to come.”

E. Paul Torrance 
Creativity, (1991)



As FPS students mature, they take 
FPS with them …

… to their homes …

… to their communities …

… to their workplaces.
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— Heather GrayHeather Gray

University of MichiganUniversity of Michigan

Elementary EducationElementary Education



FPSPI Participation
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Register through a state or 
regional FPS

affiliate program.

Help open doors to the future.Help open doors to the future.



Future Problem Solving Program 
International Office
2015 Grant Place

Melbourne, FL  32901

Phone: 800.256.1499
Fax:  321.768.0097

mail@fpspi.org
www.fpspi.org

Future Problem Solving Program International is a non-
profit tax-exempt educational organization.


